ASCC Themes II Subcommittee
Approved Minutes
Thursday, August 21st, 2025							       2:15PM – 3:45PM
Hagerty 255

Attendees: Conroy, Cravens-Brown, Daly, Gregoire, Hilty, Hunter, Nathanson, Søland, Steele, Vankeerbergen

1) Welcome and Introductions
2) Overview of the Work of the Subcommittee (B. Søland & B. Vankeerbergen) 
3) Approval of 05/02/2025 Minutes
· Cravens-Brown, Gregoire, approved with two abstentions 
4) WGSS 4520 (existing course with GEL Diversity – Social Diversity in the U.S. & previously approved for 100% DL; requesting to drop GEL status and add GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· The Subcommittee ask that the actual word “citizenship” be added to the course description in both the syllabus (page 1) and the curriculum.osu.edu form to further ground the course within the GEN Theme category and signal clearly to students they will be engaging with these concepts. 
· The Subcommittee asks that, under the Individual Paper assignment description (syllabus pages 7-8), the sentence, “The analyses that will emerge from the Individual Paper should both demonstrate the range of perspectives on activism, citizenship, and how those are informed across various contexts, as well as identify and apply the knowledge of an informed, global citizen” be changed to state “must demonstrate the range…” instead of “should demonstrate the range…”. They ask for this small adjustment so that the final paper, which is a substantial portion (30%) of a student’s final grade, is grounded in the concept of citizenship. 
· The Subcommittee noted that within the curriculum form on curriculum.osu.edu, the department has removed the legacy General Education (GEL) category this course was previously approved within. However, in the syllabus, the GEL language still appears (syllabus page 2). They would like the department to clarify if they would like to remove the GEL category status entirely or if they would prefer to remove the language from the syllabus in order to remain consistent. 
· As of June 27th, 2025, all syllabi must have a standardized statement on intellectual diversity. This new statement may be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website in an easy to copy-and-paste format. 
· The Subcommittee asks that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made as a result of their feedback. 
· The Subcommittee kindly notes that, on page 6 of the syllabus, underneath the Participation assignment description, there is a letter grade of “F”. Ohio State does not award the letter grade of “F” and instead awards the letter grade of “E”. 
· The Subcommittee recommends removing the Diversity Statement (as found on page 11 of the syllabus) and the Title IX statement (as found on page 10 of the syllabus) and replacing these with the new standardized language on creating an environment free from harassment, discrimination, and sexual misconduct. The Diversity and Title IX statements have been sunset in favor of this statement. You may find the statement on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· The Subcommittee notes the inclusion of a Land Acknowledgment on page 11 of the syllabus. As of June 27th, 2025, Land Acknowledgments are no longer permissible on official university documents (including most syllabi) per the university’s SB1 Compliance website. The course instructor(s) should consult with their TIU director/chair regarding whether or not this statement may be included within the syllabus.
· Hunter, Cravens-Brown, unanimously approved with five contingencies (in bold above) and three recommendations (in italics above) 
5) WGSS 3370 (existing course with GEL Social Diversity in the U.S. & previously approved for 100% DL; requesting to drop GEL category and add GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· As of June 27th, 2025, all syllabi must have a standardized statement on intellectual diversity. This new statement may be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website in an easy to copy-and-paste format. 
· The Subcommittee recommends clarifying which assignments are part of the “Participation” 30% of the final grade (as found on pages 8-9 of the syllabus). They believe the participation breakdown is 10% from attendance, 15% from the Write-Ups, and 5% from the “Hot Take” assignment, but found this to be confusing to deduce. If it is the case that the “Hot Take” assignment is part of the Participation grade, it would be useful to visually display the name of the assignment on p. 11 the same way that Write-Ups and Attendance are written (non-bolded and underlined) instead of bolded and not underlined (like Participation, Reflection Papers etc., are visually presented). The reviewing faculty also recommend adding the Participation breakdown to either the description in the chart on page 8 or the circular chart on page 9 to help clarify for students. 
· The Subcommittee recommends updating the syllabus statements to align with current institutional guidance. Per current recommendation, the Diversity Statement (as found on page 18 of the syllabus) and the Title IX statement (as found on page 16 of the syllabus)  should be replaced with the new standardized language on creating an environment free from harassment, discrimination, and sexual misconduct, provided on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· Gregoire, Conroy, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and two recommendations (in italics above) 
6) English 3265 (new course already approved for 100% DL; requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· The Subcommittee notes that this is an excellent course that will be of interest to many students and commends the instructor on a unique approach to the topic. 
· The Subcommittee would like to see the “Creature Casebook” assignment (as mentioned on page 7 of the syllabus in the “How your grade is calculated” chart) be broken down further, perhaps on a per week basis, to clarify to students that this casebook contains multiple assignments due over the course of the semester and not a single assignment. 
· The Subcommittee would like to see additional information in the course syllabus that explains how the “Creature Casebook” assignment will engage with ideas of citizenship, justice, and diversity and to see an example  or two of the questions from this assignment package to evaluate how this assignment will assist students in meeting the  ELOs of the GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World. 
· The Subcommittee asks that the syllabus highlight and make more explicit ideas of citizenship, justice, and diversity in the  the assignment descriptions and the course calendar so that it is more obvious where the course is engaging with these concepts. This will also benefit students so that they may better understand how they will fulfill the GEN Theme category ELOs. 
· The Subcommittee would like to see  a few examples of the kind of prompts that will be integrated into the “Creature Casebook” to address GEN Theme ELO 2.2. The reviewing faculty are unable to see where and how in the course’s current format students will clearly self-reflect on their experiences as a learner and how they will be directed/encouraged to link that to CDJW outcomes. 
· As of June 27th, 2025, all syllabi must have a standardized statement on intellectual diversity. This new statement may be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website in an easy to copy-and-paste format. 
· The Subcommittee recommends removing the Diversity Statement (as found on page 15 of the syllabus) and the Title IX statement (as found on page 15 of the syllabus) and replacing these with the new standardized language on creating an environment free from harassment, discrimination, and sexual misconduct. The Diversity and Title IX statements have been sunset in favor of this statement. You may find the statement on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· The Subcommittee notes the inclusion of a Land Acknowledgment on page 15 of the syllabus. As of June 27th, 2025, Land Acknowledgments are no longer permissible on official university documents (including most syllabi) per the university’s SB1 Compliance website. The course instructor(s) should consult with their TIU director/chair regarding whether or not this statement may be included within the syllabus. The Subcommittee recommends updating the Student Life – Disability Services statement (syllabus page 16), as they noted it was out-of-date. The most up-to-date statement may be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
· The Subcommittee notes that the Religious Accommodation statement has recently been minorly modified, as the Office of Institutional Equity has been changed to the Civil Rights Compliance Office. The most up-to-date syllabus statement may be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website.
· The Subcommittee asks that a cover letter be submitted that details all changes made as a result of their feedback. 
· Declined to Vote 
7) AAAS 4620 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· The Subcommittee would like to see additional information within the course syllabus regarding how the course will meet the GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World ELOs. In its current form, they are unable to determine how students will successfully fulfill the GEN Theme ELOs. In particular, they ask that special attention be given to ensuring the Theme is woven into the course assignments, course readings, and weekly topics/discussions. 
· The Subcommittee would like to see additional information and/or assignments where students will engage with GEN Theme ELO 2.2. 
· As of June 27th, 2025, all syllabi must have a standardized statement on intellectual diversity. This new statement may be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website in an easy to copy-and-paste format. 
· The Subcommittee asks that the standardized statement on Religious Accommodations be added to the course syllabus, as this is a requirement of all syllabi within the university. The most up-to-date statement may be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website in an easy to copy-and-paste format. 
· The Subcommittee asks that a cover letter be submitted that details all changes made as a result of their feedback. 
· Declined to Vote
8) Classics 4401 (new course requesting GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· There was great enthusiasm for the creative approach and topic of this class.  
· The subcommittee would like to see additional information in the course syllabus explicating how the course will meet the GEN Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World ELOs. In particular, they ask that special attention be given to ensuring the Theme is woven into the course assignments, course readings, and course calendar. 
· Given the importance of self-reflection to the GEN Theme goals, the  Subcommittee would like to see an example prompt or more details about how students will be directed to connect their Reflection to the ideas of Citizenship, Diversity, and Justice as required by  GEN Theme ELO 2.2. 
· As of June 27th, 2025, all syllabi must have a standardized statement on intellectual diversity. This new statement may be found on the ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services website in an easy to copy-and-paste format. 
· The Subcommittee asks that a cover letter be submitted which details all changes made as a result of their feedback. 
· Declined to Vote
